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The Ritual Significance of Goats in Western and Southwestern Iran
Based on Archaeological Findings

Abstract:
Recent decades of archaeological research indicate that goats, beyond their biological, cultural,

and subsistence importance, held supernatural significance for ancient humans and played a
critical ritualistic role in the distant past. This article examines the religious status of goats in
western and southwestern Iran, focusing on archaeological data and symbolic analyses. Within
the conceptual framework of this paper, first the research background in this field is addressed,
then a brief discussion on domestication, the motivations behind domestication, with a
particular focus on goat domestication is presented, the significance of goats in western and
southwestern Iran is argued and finally, a detailed analysis and conclusion is presented.
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A Comparative Study of Kashkan Bridge and Shapurkhast Bridge Based
on Architectural Indicators

Abstract:

Throughout the history of Western Asia, Lorestan has played a significant role
in the economic, political, social, and cultural life of the region and, more
broadly, in the development of human civilization. It has historically been a
critical link connecting the East and the West, serving as a crossroads through
its relatively narrow plains, valleys, and mountainous passes. The Diyala River
Valley, the Zahab Plain, and the ancient Baghdad-Kermanshah road,
connecting the fertile and civilized Mesopotamia to eastern Iran and Central
Asia are especially important in that matter. The special attention paid to the
city of Shapurkhast by Sasanian kings and other rulers, particularly during the
Al-e Hasanuyah period, led to important bridge-building projects in this
region, among which the Shapurkhast Bridge and Kashkan Bridge are
notable. This study examines the differences between the Kashkan and
Shapurkhast bridges and how these differences impacted their construction.
The Kashkan and Shapurkhast bridges differ in terms of materials and several
architectural elements; they have withstood multiple severe floods, and their
survival is attributed to these effective architectural features and materials. The
primary objective of this research is to examine the architecture of
Shapurkhast and Kashkan bridges and compare their structural elements,
forming the basis for this comparative study. The information has been
collected through field studies and historical document analysis, with a

descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach.

Keywords: Sasanian Bridges, Lorestan, Kashkan Bridge, Shapurkhast Bridge.
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Early mining and metallurgy on the western Iranian Plateau:
First results of the Iranian — German archaeological
research at Arisma™ n, 2000—2004
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42 For a detailed discussion of the issue, Helwing 2005.
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Medieval Iranians and ancient monuments in Fars: a survey of the
epigraphic evidence

Ali Mousavi

Little is widely known about how the Iranians have considered their ancestors’ monuments from
the time soon after the end of the Achaemenid empire in 330 B.C. up into modern centuries.
Iranian sources in Arabic or in Persian offer a great deal of information on the fate of ancient
monuments after the Islamic conquest of Iran. This essay traces back the exploration of the
epigraphic records left by generations of rulers, travellers, and visitors who wandered among the
ruins and wondered at all they saw. This study attempts to show that the epigraphic evidence from
Achaemenid ruins reflects both political changes and social developments in Fars from the Sasanian
period to the beginning of the nineteenth century. It is my pleasure to dedicate this paper to
Rémy Boucharlat, a fine teacher, a kind friend, and a generous colleague, who devoted the

entireness of his career to the study of Iranian archaeology and history.
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Media archaeology; Iqbal Magazine 1313-1297 A.H

Abstract:

The invention of the printing press and the introduction of the camera to Iran in 1842 led to the
widespread dissemination of text and image-based media across various genres. The press, as a
medium with a mass audience, had significant capacity to convey scientific, cultural, political,
literary, artistic, and humorous concepts, among others. This capacity allowed the press to become
a tool for diplomacy, capitalism, and communication between the state and the people. These
developments, supported by other tools such as language, images, symbols, and signs, created a
structured framework for transmitting a variety of concepts. Among these concepts was
modernization, which was essential for industrialization. This study examines and analyzes the
Igbal magazine, which operated from 1918 to 1934, a period when modern industry had not yet
fully developed in Iran but was emerging. The research adopts a media archaeology approach to
investigate the interaction between industry and society through media. The main research
question explores how industry and society interacted via the media, with the hypothesis positing
that media in various forms played a crucial role in advancing the goals of industrialization and
modernization. This study aims to understand how media functioned during the late Qajar period,
employing a media archaeology approach and Julia Kristeva's post-structuralist method of
intertextuality, with an emphasis on textual and visual layers related to industry. The research data
was gathered through library studies and archival materials from the University of Tehran's journal
repository. The most important finding of this research is the direct connection between industry,
society, and media. Additionally, it highlights the Qajar and early Pahlavi court’s oversight of the
press, media propaganda aimed at promoting modernization and nationalism, and the

reinforcement of cultural imperialism.

Keywords: Media Archaeology, Intertextuality, Public Diplomacy, Industry, Iqbal Magazine.
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