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Media Archaeology: Uncovering
Layers in the Evolution of Media

Amirabbas Khalilpour

Abstract

Media archaeology is one of the new approaches in archaeology in the 1990s, which
now focuses on the study of technological media. Modern media, including analog and
digital, are layers of meaning in media archaeology that have different conditions in
various cultures. Media archaeology is an emerging interdisciplinary field that seeks
to understand the relationship between human cultures and their media technologies.
While media has always played a fundamental role in human life, the mission of media
archaeology is to focus on the role of modern media. It is likely that the concept of
media archaeology was first introduced by Friedrich Kittler, a German theorist, who
stated that media are cultural artifacts produced by human societies and influence them.
In this article, after discussing the background and theoretical frameworks of media
archaeology, a brief overview of key concepts in media archaeology, such as “Medial-
itdt “ and “heterogeneous system,” will be presented. The evolution of communication
technology and the development of media technologies will also be discussed. Further-
more, the role of media archaeology in digital humanities will be examined. The aim
of this article is to provide a brief overview of the field of media archaeology by high-
lighting key concepts for those interested in exploring the interconnected relationships
between media, culture, technology, and human societies.

Keywords: Media archaeology, Friedrich Kittler, Evolution of Media Technology,
Digital humanities.
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